FRIDAY

10:00 am - Cathedral — Lauds Service in which the President of the ceremony sermon
about the Seven Words Jesus Said in the Cross, followed by the Act in which the
Capitulars address those who wish to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

3:00 pm - Cathedral — Celebration of Passion and Death of Our Lord Jesus. It's celebrated
at the same time in which Christ was supposed to have died, and the Christians
celebrate the miracle of His redeemed death. This is an impressive and quite sad
ceremony, while the audience starts singing the Eve’s song, followed by the Holy
Funeral Procession, in which the Holy Sacrament is carried along the Cathedral’s
naves and finally housed in a coffin covered by a black mantle. It will be placed in a
proper place to be worshipped by the faithful. The attendants are supposed to cover
the face in sign of grief while two children sing along in Latin: «Heu! Heu! Salvator
noster!» (Ail! Ail! Our Saviourl).

10:00 pm —Procession of Our Lord’s Funeral. Ceremony in which the coffin is carried

across the streets of Braga escorted by stilts of “Santa Cruz” and “Virgem das Dores”. The
Capitulars and members of the Confraternities procession with heads covered in sign of

SATURDAY

10:00 am Lauds Service

Sacrament of Reconciliation.
9:00 pm Easter Vigil and Resurrection Procession.

Procession of the Resurrection,

EASTER SUNDAY

11:30 am Easter Sunday Solemn Mass
Easter Visit

visit Municipal Palace.

All visitors are specially invited to visit: 5535 00U
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Festivities

HOLY




The Christian religious tradition in Portugal is mostly concentrated in Northern
Portugal, especially in Braga, Portugal's ecclesiastical capital, widely known as
"Portuguese Rome". The Holy Week festivities in Braga are the city's highest point
of Faith celebrated every year, which attracts thousands of believers and foreigners
that make this week a unique event in religious tourism.

The full program of the Holy Week celebration in Braga are grounded on a time
span that starts on Ash Wednesday and culminates on Easter Friday, after an
extensive program have been prepared all through Lent which integrates religious
and cultural solemn acts, notably: Mess and imposition of ashes, Lausperenne
(ceremony of the permanent exhibition of the Blessed Sacrament), three passages
of the Viacrucis (the way to the Cross) around the church of Santa Cruz, Penance
Procession up to the Shrine of Bom Jesus do Monte, Lent Conferences in the Cathedral
presided over by the Archbishop of Braga, and a series of concerts of religious music.

9:30 pm — Procession

Viacrucis

11:00 am

11:30 am — Palm Sunday Mass.

5:00 pm — «Passos» Procession.

removal of the image of «Senhor dos Passos»

Palm Blessings
procession

Meeting Sermon.

9:30 pm - Biblical parade "You are my people"

THURSDAY

During this entire day is recalled the Passion Week of our Lord in which is mainly
commemorated the following events: the judgment of Jesus, the establishment of
priesthood and Eucharistic, and Jesus agony.

10:00 am - Cathedral — Chrismal mass and blessing of Holy Qils. The Archbishop will
be escorted by all church ministers of the Archdiocese celebrating the Eucharist, in
which are blessed the Holy Oils.

4:00 pm - Cathedral — The Archbishop presides this ceremony in which he washes the
feet of twelve attendants representing the twelve Apostles. Once this ritual is over,
starts the Mass of the Last Supper, recalling the establishment of the Sacrament-
Sacrifice of Eucharist in memory of our Lord’s Death and Resurrection which has
become a living event throughout times. Once this ceremony is finished, the
congregation starts singing the Eve’s song while Christ, omnipresent in the consecrated
Hostia, is carried across the Cathedral’s naves to be housed in a throne of worship.
The faithful are invited to pray with Him in this hour of Passion.

10:00 pm — «Ecce Homo» Procession. Organized since old times by the Brotherhood
of the Misericordia, this procession re-enacts the trial of Jesus. This parade is opened
up by agroup of barefooted and hooded «farricocos» (lay-brothers who accompanied
the ceremony) wearing course vestments with rope waist-belts, like old times’ public
penitentiaries. They shake carracks in the air and hold «fogaréus», sort of bonfires,
recalling the guards that once hunt down Jesus to lock Him up. The image of Jesus
«Ecce Homo» represents Christ just like Pilate have brought Him before the crowd,
saying: — «Here is the Man!». The procession leaves the church of Misericordia and
returns back after have snaked through the city streets.



