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FRIDAY
10:00 am - Cathedral – Lauds Service in which the President of the ceremony sermon
about the Seven Words Jesus Said in the Cross, followed by the Act in which the
Capitulars address those who wish to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

3:00 pm - Cathedral – Celebration of Passion and Death of Our Lord Jesus. It’s celebrated
at the same time in which Christ was supposed to have died, and the Christians
celebrate the miracle of His redeemed death. This is an impressive and quite sad
ceremony, while the audience starts singing the Eve’s song, followed by the Holy
Funeral Procession, in which the Holy Sacrament is carried along the Cathedral’s
naves and finally housed in a coffin covered by a black mantle. It will be placed in a
proper place to be worshipped by the faithful. The attendants are supposed to cover
the face in sign of grief while two children sing along in Latin: «Heu! Heu! Salvator
noster!» (Ail! Ail! Our Saviour!).

10:00 pm – Procession of Our Lord’s Funeral. Ceremony in which the coffin is carried
across the streets of Braga escorted by stilts of “Santa Cruz” and “Virgem das Dores”. The
Capitulars and members of the Confraternities procession with heads covered in sign of

mourning. Also the allegorical characters are covered with black veils. The carracks of the
«farricocos» slowly walk in silence, while banners and standards adorned with dropped
black laces drag along the pavement of the streets. The procession pulls out from the
Cathedral and after snaking across the city streets, finally returns to the same place.

SATURDAY
10:00 am - Cathedral – Lauds Service in which the President of the ceremony addresses
the attendants, and the Capitulars host the present penitents who wish to receive the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

9:00 pm - Cathedral – Easter Vigil and Resurrection Procession. It is recalled the great
vigil night in which the Hebrew people was waiting for the moment of freedom in Egypt
(Ex 12), and now the Christians celebrate their own redemption. By the miracle of the
Christ’s Resurrection is symbolized God’s final victory over sin, evil and even death through
Christ.  It’s a highly rich symbolic celebration underlined by various special representations,
notably: the darkness, the light, the water, the Easter wax-light, the lively and festive
colourful of adornments, the explosion of light and sound. Once this Mass is over, starts
the Procession of the Resurrection, enacted according with the Braga-style Ritual. The
Holy Saint, that was lying inside the coffin with a black mantle, is now put on a custodial
and carried triumphantly in procession to the high altar, from which blesses all faithful
while they’re singing in farewell “Regina Coeli laetare” (Queen of Heavens, rejoice).

EASTER SUNDAY
11:30 am - Cathedral – Easter Sunday Solemn Mass
It is the day in which the Easter Visit takes place, a Northern Portugal well-grounded
tradition in which a group of local people («Compasso»), holding an adorned Cross,
heads towards the Christian places announcing all the Resurrection of Christ and bless
their houses. Bells resound in joy and flower carpets are made and laid out across the
pathways and streets, and fireworks blasts echoing throughout the air. Within the
program of the city festivities, it is noteworthy to pay a visit to the Municipal Palace.
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All visitors are specially invited to visit:
.  the historical centre of the city;
.  the shrines of Bom Jesus do Monte and Virgem do Sameiro;
.  the Cathedral and its Museum Treasure;
.  Monastery of Tibães;
.  Pio XII Museum and the Medina Collection
   (Square of Santiago).
.  On-going Program Exhibitions.
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initiated the Meeting Sermon. During this ceremony is re-enacted the meeting of Jesus
with His piteous Mother, the «Virgin of the Pains».

MONDAY
At night - Symphonic and choral concert in the church of Santa Cruz.

TUESDAY
At night - Symphonic and choral concert in the Cathedral.

WEDNESDAY
9:30 pm - Biblical parade "You are my people" (Procession of the Virgin of the "donkey").
Organized by the Parish committee and by the S. Víctor parish council, this eloquent
ceremony represents the prehistoric staging of the Easter Mystery of Jesus, and the Christian
Church celebrates    during the following days. Since Abraham's calling, passing through
the age of Patriarchs, slavery period in Egypt and the whole heroic odyssey of freedom
played by Moses (anticipating Christ), all through Jesus infancy and His fled to that country
with Joseph and Mary mounted on the donkey, all this will be parading in chronological
succession like a living catechesis in which symbolic characters stage biblical portrays of
the Old Testament. Essentially, this represents the God's Alliance with His people - "You are
my people" - anticipating the New Alliance that it will be sealed with Christ's blood. It's a
procession that starts from the church of S. Victor and crosses the city centre.

THURSDAY
During this entire day is recalled the Passion Week of our Lord in which is mainly
commemorated the following events: the judgment of Jesus, the establishment of
priesthood and Eucharistic, and Jesus agony.

10:00 am - Cathedral – Chrismal mass and blessing of Holy Oils. The Archbishop will
be escorted by all church ministers of the Archdiocese celebrating the Eucharist, in
which are blessed the Holy Oils.

4:00 pm - Cathedral – The Archbishop presides this ceremony in which he washes the
feet of twelve attendants representing the twelve Apostles. Once this ritual is over,
starts the Mass of the Last Supper, recalling the establishment of the Sacrament-
Sacrifice of Eucharist in memory of our Lord’s Death and Resurrection which has
become a living event throughout times. Once this ceremony is finished, the
congregation starts singing the Eve’s song while Christ, omnipresent in the consecrated
Hostia, is carried across the Cathedral’s naves to be housed in a throne of worship.
The faithful are invited to pray with Him in this hour of Passion.

10:00 pm – «Ecce Homo» Procession. Organized since old times by the Brotherhood
of the Misericordia, this procession re-enacts the trial of Jesus. This parade is opened
up by a group of barefooted and hooded «farricocos» (lay-brothers who accompanied
the ceremony) wearing course vestments with rope waist-belts, like old times’ public
penitentiaries. They shake carracks in the air and hold «fogaréus», sort of bonfires,
recalling the guards that once hunt down Jesus to lock Him up. The image of Jesus
«Ecce Homo» represents Christ just like Pilate have brought Him before the crowd,
saying: – «Here is the Man!». The procession leaves the church of Misericordia and
returns back after have snaked through the city streets.

HOLY WEEK PROGRAM

SATURDAY BEFORE PALM SUNDAY
9:30 pm – Procession in which the removal of the image of «Senhor dos Passos», takes
place from the church of Santa Cruz to the Seminar church. Once the procession is over,
follows the Viacrucis, in which the penitents walk along the «stations» or «calvarios»,
while the procession sing the «Martyrdom’s» song.

PALM SUNDAY
11:00 am – Seminar church (S. Paulo Square) – Palm Blessings followed by the Procession
heading towards the Cathedral. This procession enacts the entrance of Jesus in Jerusalem,
and symbolically anticipates the entrance of the triumphant Church in celestial Jerusalem.

11:30 am – Palm Sunday Mass. The readings on this Sunday mass evoke painful events
that occurred and that will be commemorated along the Holy Week.

5:00 pm – «Passos» Procession. Recall what the Apostle Paul has written – «Christ has
suffered for us all, thus giving us the example to follow His steps » (1 Pd 2, 21) – The solemn
Procession of «Passos» takes place in which the visitors can appreciate living allegorical
pictures and dramatic representations, the same that is heard on the Gospel of the Palm
Sunday Mass, over the Passion Week. Through it parade the characters that were called
to judge, sentence and pronounce the death of Jesus: soldiers, bailiffs, church and enemies;
but also Cyrenaics and friends, repentant Magdalens and devout women. The same Jesus,
« Senhor dos Passos», (Our Lord of Steps) carrying the cross on His back through the streets
of the City, re-enacting as He did when crossed Jerusalem.

Organized by the Brotherhood of Santa Cruz, this procession will leave the church of the
Seminary (S. Paulo) along the streets staging the itinerary of the «Passos» (Steps) or
«Calvarios» (Stations), to finally stop at the magnificent church of Santa Cruz where it is

The Christian religious tradition in Portugal is mostly concentrated in Northern
Portugal, especially in Braga, Portugal's ecclesiastical capital, widely known as
"Portuguese Rome". The Holy Week festivities in Braga are the city's highest point
of Faith celebrated every year, which attracts thousands of believers and foreigners
that make this week a unique event in religious tourism.

The full program of the Holy Week celebration in Braga are grounded on a time
span that starts on Ash Wednesday and culminates on Easter Friday, after an
extensive program have been prepared all through Lent which integrates religious
and cultural solemn acts, notably: Mess and imposition of ashes, Lausperenne
(ceremony of the permanent exhibition of the Blessed Sacrament), three passages
of the Viacrucis (the way to the Cross) around the church of Santa Cruz, Penance
Procession up to the Shrine of Bom Jesus do Monte, Lent Conferences in the Cathedral
presided over by the Archbishop of Braga, and a series of concerts of religious music.


